
news
Winter 2018/2019

 SEEBURGER AG  |  Edisonstraße 1  |  75015 Bretten  |  Germany  |  Phone +49 7252/96 -0  |  see.news@seeburger.de  |  www.seeburger.com 

Integration – Key to Digital Success

... is the driving force behind digital transformation. Enterprises must 
be able to link all their applications and data, with customers and 
business partners, to ensure information can flow freely throughout their 
business networks. Only then can they leverage the tremendous power 
of analytics, not to mention take advantage of the digital transformation. 
This means no application can exist on its own. Enterprises must find 
ways to provide links between their own applications and business 
solutions in order to break down silos and encourage data sharing and 
innovation for their customers and business partners.

Integration is the key of today’s digital economy enabling applications, 
data sources, services, devices and business entities to connect and 
communicate with each other play an important role.

   SEEBURGER Business Integration Suite is a 
unified and agile platform for hybrid integration 
Including solutions for B2B/EDI, ERP and Application Integration, 
MFT, and the API-led integration capabilities introduced over the 
last couple of years have simplified its use for digital business 
initiatives. 

  SEEBURGER’s blended approach   
Between B2B, Managed File Transfer (MFT), API and Legacy systems 
– on-premise, hybrid or in the cloud, has been very successful and 
in-line with recommendations from analysts like Gartner. 

This has been communicated and demonstrated in SEEBURGER events 
during the last year and in this newsletter you can read about:

 – Success stories of SEEBURGER customers. 
 – E-Invoicing – Business is becoming more global every day, and there 
is one mandate that is crystal clear: If you do business in Europe or 
beyond, you must comply with ever-expanding E-Invoicing regulations.

 – Legacy Modernization –  A big topic of the modern day

Integration, Integration,  
Integration ...
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Integration Suite to Modernize and Digitalize
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Edgar Polak of Geld-
service Nederland 
(GSN) presented an  
interesting view on  

the changing needs for cash in our 
society, and how a company like GSN is 
on top of transformation and innovation 
to adapt their business processes and 
services quickly, following the changing 
market needs. 

The core business of GSN is cash and 
ATM device management services for 
the three largest Dutch banks. As the 
usage of cash is decreasing GSN is 
continuously increasing and optimizing 
the services provided to the banks. 
GSN started as a company by and for 
the banks from ‘Count money together’  
to the ‘Managed cash cycle’ developing 
into the 3rd wave with GSN ‘White 
labelled Cash Points’. 

GSN is using the SEEBURGER Business 
Integration Suite to process all information 
from the ATM’s and the communication 
with the Banks, Cash logistics and ATM 
maintenance partners.
Edgar Polak, GSN

Geldservice Nederland Success Story

SEEBURGER BIS is processing our high volumes  
touching 5 million events per day. 

The SEEBURGER Integration platform supports 
our growing information integration 

demands we get in the 3rd wave of our organizations 
development with the introduction of 

‘White labelled Cash Points’ 
replacing the bank individual ATM landscape.

Edgar Polak, 
Head of Information Services, GSN

ForFarmers is an 
internationally oper-
ating feed company 

that offers Total Feed solutions for 
conventional and organic livestock 
farming. ForFarmers gives its very best 
“For the Future of Farming”: for the 
continuity of farming and for a financially 
secure sector that will continue to serve 
society for generations to come in a 
sustainable way. By working side-by-
side with farmers ForFarmers delivers 
real benefits: better returns, healthier  

livestock and greater efficiency. This is 
achieved by offering tailored and Total 
Feed solutions and a targeted approach 
with specialist and expert support.

ForFarmers started using the SEEBURGER 
Business Integration Suite (BIS) many 
years ago to connect their Central 
SAP platform to the factory operating 
platforms. Due to acquisitions the 
number of factory systems was growing 
and the SEEBURGER BIS was selected to 
connect the variety of factory operating 

systems to the central SAP system. 
After the migration from BIS 5 to BIS 6 
ForFarmers optimized their setup to 
comply with security regulations and 
business process optimization. With the 
growing demand on external integration, 
EDI connections and interfaces to 
farmer (mobile) apps are growing; the 
SEEBURGER BIS provides all functionality 
for future integration developments with 
standardized B2B, Managed File Transfer 
and API management solutions. 
Klaas Kok, ForFarmers

The On-Premise Business Integration Suite Solution Provides Full Flexibility for EDI, 
Enterprise Application Integration and API Integration

SEEBURGER’s focus is 100% on digital integration and provides us a flexible and 
powerful tool to integrate our business processes between SAP, 

Factory operating systems, purchasing systems and Farm solutions. 
Due to acquisitions, ForFarmers has multiple Factory operating systems, 

the SEEBURGER Business Integration Suite enables us to use 
a variety of Factory operating systems from one central business application (SAP).

Klaas Kok, Application Specialist BIS 
(System Integration) ForFarmers

€

 2



SEEBURGER news Integration, Integration, Integration – The key to digital success 

 3
 SEEBURGER AG  |  Edisonstraße 1  |  75015 Bretten  |  Germany  |  Phone +49 7252/96 -0  |  see.news@seeburger.de  |  www.seeburger.com 

United European Car 
Carriers (UECC) is 
the leading provider 

of high quality short sea transportation 
services for cars and other rolling cargo 
on the European continent. UECC needed 
to change integration platform due to 
the lack of development resources in 
their Microsoft BizTalk Server platform. 
There was a problem with the existing 
platform because of complex and manual 
coding, hence there was a need for a more 
modular and “ready-to-use” platform.

Microsoft BizTalk Server had been used 
for the last 8 years to consolidate the 
existing platforms that were used before 

that. The platform was used to connect 
to Automotive OEM’s and internal 
applications.

SEEBURGER was initially recommended 
in an automotive forum, highlighted as a 
recognized leader in B2B integration with 
a lot of customers in both the Nordic and 
the global automotive industry. UECC 
had an urgent need to change platform 
or to find permanent and reliable 
BizTalk resources due to the release 
of the current BizTalk competence. 
SEEBURGER was able to respond to this 
request swiftly by demonstrating and 
presenting a fitting solution in matter of 
a few weeks. UECC had a tight deadline 

and the implementation project started 
quickly, after only six weeks from the 
first contact with SEEBURGER. 

Additional reasons for selecting 
SEEBURGER were:

• Reliable and robust solution
• Speed and simplicity of the platform – 

Reduction of manual work and scripting
• User friendly and easy to understand 
• Better flexibility and tighter 

collaboration with automotive 
business partners

• SEEBURGER Industry expertise and 
competence 

Øystein Busch, UECC

Fast Implementation & Migration to SEEBURGER Business Integration Suite 
Supports United European Car Carriers Urgent Need to Replace Existing Platform

Dataflow is the heart of all our digital systems. For a lean, cost-efficient organization 
as UECC, it is crucial to have redundancy of competency, avoiding the 

vulnerability caused by single experts. 
The SEEBURGER BIS has a relatively low entry level, allowing us to utilize existing 

IT staff to operate and develop the system and maintain redundancy within our team.

© UECC

Øystein Busch, Head of IT, UECC
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VSP Global® is a doctor-
governed company that  
exists to create value 
for members and op-
portunities for VSP 

network doctors. The industry leading 
businesses include VSP® Vision Care, 
the only national not-for-profit vision 
benefits company, which provides 
access to eye care for 88 million 
members through a network of 39,000 
eye doctors worldwide. Together with 
VSP network doctors, VSP Global’s Eyes 
of Hope® has provided access to no-cost 
eye care and eyewear for more than 1.8 
million people in need.

After evaluating different vendors 
and solutions, VSP Global selected 
SEEBURGER Business Integration 
Suite (BIS) as the platform of choice to 
modernize their integration platform,  
 

as it provided all the functionality they 
required along with tools that helped 
them migrate seamlessly with no  
impact to business.
Alan Cordell, VSP Global

VSP Global Selects SEEBURGER 
Business Integration Suite to Modernize and Digitalize

Alan Cordell, 
Senior Director VSP Global

Figure: The SEEBURGER Business Integration Suite as central platform for VSP
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We selected SEEBURGER because we know they 
have a long successful history, have an innovative and 

agile platform, providing SEEBURGER BIS as a 
secure solution. With the SEEBURGER Suite of solutions  

in place, we can focus on our core business,  
and let SEEBURGER help us manage connectivity  

with customers and partners in a secure reliable way.
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The reason these regulations exist is very simple: Many 
governments are looking for new ways to enforce their tax laws.

They’ve determined that the best way to do this is to require 
companies that do business inside their borders to report 
invoicing activity electronically. This mandate can take two 
forms: companies must either report activity as it occurs, 
or archive electronic copies for possible future audit. These 
E-Invoicing requirements allow countries to have an indirect, but 
more efficient and effective, method of enforcing their tax laws.

There are more than 55 countries throughout the world that 
now have E-Invoicing regulations, and that number is expected 
to continue to grow rapidly. E-Invoicing regulations requiring 
digitally signed invoices be sent to government authorities may 
become pretty much universal. Even business partners will 
require more E-Invoicing, in order to avoid supporting multiple 
invoice types.

So the future is clear: E-Invoicing will become the standard 
required not only by governments, but also by all of your 
business partners throughout the world. 

There are two types of E-Invoicing regulations, generally known 
as Clearance and Post-Audit. For Clearance type regulations, the 
regulating countries require that invoices to companies in their 
country must be cleared through an intermediary regulatory 
body. These real-time controls typically include digital 
signatures. Post-Audit means that the country’s regulation 
specifies a minimum period of time in which electronic versions 
of the invoices must be maintained for possible audit.

Except that even within the two general types, each of the 
countries has its own nuances – the data that has to be 
collected, how that data has to be cleared, digital signature 
requirements, and more. Clearly, compliance is critical, as 
global trade becomes the norm. 

An Introduction to Global E-Invoicing

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  I S S U E

Let’s face it, business is becoming more global every day, and there is one mandate that is crystal clear: If you do business in 
Europe or beyond, you must comply with ever-expanding E-Invoicing regulations. If you fail to comply, it can be incredibly costly – 
the fines assessed can be substantial, and in many countries, you could be criminally liable. Experts on E-Invoicing say that fines 
for noncompliance could reach 50% of the invoice amount! 

You can find more information on our website: seeburger.com/se/solutions/e-invoicing/global-e-invoicing-regulations

We also recommend you to read more about E-Invoicing and Peppol in our blog “Why do you need PEPPOL in the EU?” 
SEEBURGER Cloud Services enables you to quickly and easily send EU-compliant invoices to public administrations and other 
PEPPOL partners throughout the EU via PEPPOL. blog.seeburger.com/peppol-in-the-eu-who-needs-this-and-for-what

  Post Audit      Clearance      Not regulated

www.seeburger.com/se/solutions/e-invoicing/global-e-invoicing-regulations
http://blog.seeburger.com/peppol-in-the-eu-who-needs-this-and-for-what/
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Legacy Modernization –  
A big topic of the modern day
Legacy modernization is a constant attempt for companies to 
improve their services and to provide the quickest access to 
information. Organizations are challenged to cope with new 
applications, to constantly adapt their legacy software to keep 
up with the latest trends within the business field, and to be able 
to provide agile business services as efficiently as possible. The 
purpose is to improve customer service and compete with the 
same enterprises.

Legacy IT Strategies aren’t 
Prepared for Change
A strategy that includes legacy systems is a “stop and start” 
strategy. It deals with change in big chunks, followed by 
long periods of static, unchanging business. That was the 
mainstream way to run a business throughout the industrial 
age, and companies have incorporated it into their DNA: Have 
a short period of adaptation to make any necessary changes, 
then stop until another wave of necessary changes come along.
But that’s not how the world works anymore. Intermittent 
changes leave us with legacy systems that last until the next 
phase of change, weighing the company down in a nonsensical 
model. Fortunately, there is another option, which people are 
currently calling “lean IT.” Like other lean models, the goal 
is to make continuous improvements and positive changes 
to IT systems instead of getting stuck in waiting mode. It’s 
particularly well-suited to digital and data-oriented changes. 
Even better, it discourages the myopic views that lead to legacy 
systems being necessary in the first place.

Legacy systems threaten security  
and make it much worse off
If you’ve worked in data security or software updating before, 
this should make a lot of sense. Security is based largely on 
that lean IT concept we mentioned above: Continuous changes 
made to meet the latest threats. Legacy systems by their nature 
struggle with this because of their age. Certain vulnerabilities 
may not be as easy to fix due to the large, inflexible nature of 
older systems. Even if there is a fix, the patch is typically greatly 
delayed, because it is much more difficult for developers to 
create a legacy fix – and far lower on the priority list. As a result, 
after a period of safety, legacy systems quickly enter a phase 
where they are a danger to the company.

When is the best time to start planning for upgrades? Why go 
through the upgrade process when your old software is still 
working? The below reasons will help clarify why modernizing 
your software is a solid business decision.

 – Many legacy systems are band-aided together and guarantee 
business silos: Organizations reap the biggest returns when 
they are able to reuse data and avoid redoing or completely 
recreating work that’s already been done. Without adequate 
interfaces linking systems and applications, both internally 
and externally, reusability is greatly limited, if possible at all.

 – Maintenance and staffing costs can be higher: It’s not just 
overtime costs that drive up the expense of maintaining 
legacy applications—it’s also finding, attracting and paying 
the staff that cares for them. Even maintaining the original 
code or customized script can be a major cost, as the original 
programmers have long since left the organization and 
finding others with the right skill sets can be difficult.

 – Compliance and regulatory concerns abound: Built before a 
time enamored with lawsuits and corporate oversight, legacy 
applications were not designed to live up to today’s stringent 
compliance, regulative and industry initiatives like GDPR, 
PCI, PSD2, AML, and MiFID II.

 – Limited functionality limits innovation and growth: Today’s 
society demands instant and easy access to as much 
information in an efficient manner. In order to effectively 
compete, business requires accurate information in real-
time and immediate availability from multiple sources. 
Most legacy applications simply cannot meet such high 
expectations, resulting in a poor impact on both employees, 
customers and business partners.

 – Legacy systems, in combination with new applications 
and new technology initiatives, lack the ability to manage 
large files and data, and at the same time provide digital 
services through APIs, in a secure and scalable manner. 
This can impact security, ROI and overall customer trust and 
satisfaction.

Of course, legacy application modernization doesn’t just 
happen. The best results occur when companies embrace a 
holistic approach that’s future-oriented and considers enterprise 
goals. SEEBURGER can be your partner in the journey to digital 
transformation. 

C O N T E M P O R A R Y  I S S U E

Legacy Modernization – 
A big topic of the modern day
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Here are 3 Reasons You Need 
to Modernize NOW

 Compliance and regulatory  
 concerns abound

 Maintenance and staffing  
 costs can be higher

 Limited functionality limits  
 innovation and growth

Learn more in our Legacy 
Modernization Infographic

3 Reasons You 
Need to Embrace 
an Agile Modern 
Infrastructure

3 Reasons You Need to 
Embrace an Agile  
Modern Infrastructure

SEEBURGER Blog
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SEEBURGER Blog
We also recommend you look at the SEEBURGER Blog – where we 
cover hot topics for Digital Transformation and Integration. In this 
Newsletter you will find the blog – “Legacy Modernization – A big 
topic of the modern day”.

See more from our blog: blog.seeburger.com

Meet The Expert
SEEBURGERs popular webcast series that runs weekly, every Tuesday. 
In the webcasts we present a new topic and show how to successfully 
master the growing integration needs of digital change. Invest 45 min 
to learn from our experts how other companies have solved integration 
challenges when setting up digital business.

All webcasts start at 04:00pm (CET/CEST) / 10:00am (EDT). 
Here you can find a complete list of all planned Live Webcasts: 
seeburger.com/events

L I V E  W E B C A S T

http://bit.ly/2DAqgxW
http://bit.ly/2DAqgxW
http://blog.seeburger.com/
https://www.seeburger.com/events/

